
For More Details About  
Christian Education & Youth Ministry 
Programs 
Our website, www.firstchurch1652.org, provides up-to-date information 
about the Christian Education and Youth Ministry programs throughout 
the year. Parents whose email address is made available to us will 
receive periodic communication about current learning and upcoming 
activities. You may email Jane Rowe at jrowe@firstchurch1652.org if 
you have questions, concerns or feedback about the church school 
program. You may email Kim Hoare at khoare@firstchurch1652.org 
regarding the youth ministry program.  

We are always trying to improve our offerings to meet the needs of 
children, youth and families in our congregation! 
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Welcome to another year of church school and youth ministry at First
Church! Our theme this year, ÒTransformation,Ó will lead all of us to
think about how God is calling us at First Church to be disciples of
Jesus in the 21st century. Our church will engage in discerning GodÕs
vision for our future ministry, and seeking GodÕs transforming power
so that we may fulfill our particular mission. We hope you will take
advantage of the many opportunities we offer to encourage your
children and you to grow in faith and understanding and thus be
transformed!

If you are new to First Church, this handbook will orient you to the
programs we offer for children and youth. If youÕve been here for
some time, you will still want to read it to learn about special events
and emphases planned for this year. ThereÕs a lot going on! Please
take some time to sit down and read it through, then save it for
reference as the year continues.

First Church is a wonderful community of concerned, caring
Christians. We pray that our whole congregation this year may
experience the excitement and challenge of a transforming faith.

Grace and peace,

Jane H. Rowe Kim Hoare
Minister to Children & Families Minister of Service & Outreach
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IÕM NEW TO FIRST CHURCH:
What happens on Sunday mornings?

There are two buildings where program takes place: the Meeting-
house, where we worship, and Amistad Hall, where we have
nursery care, church school classes and social time. The worship
service begins at 10:00 a.m.

If you have children age 2 or younger, we invite you to bring
them to our childcare area (described below) where you will find
loving, skilled caregivers and a welcoming environment for your
child. Some parents prefer to keep their little ones with them in the
Meetinghouse, and you are welcome to do that as well.

If you have children age 3 or older, they will come to the Meet-
inghouse with you. On the first Sunday of the month, children age
3 through Grade 8 are dismissed to church school during the
opening hymn to attend KidsOwn Worship, a child-friendly com-
munion service. On other Sundays, they are dismissed about
twenty minutes into the service, after the childrenÕs sermon or
other special events such as a baptism. Teachers meet the children
just outside the Meetinghouse and take them to their classrooms.

Each Sunday the Church School News portion of the bulletin
will note where each class is meeting. Parents pick up their
children in their classrooms at 11:15. If you have a few moments
before then, we invite you to go to the coffee hour so that teachers
can finish their lesson before parents come in. When you pick up
your children, you will be asked to sign them out on the attendance
sheet.
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Nursery Care
Our youngest children are cared for by a dedicated team of
caregivers.

¥ Infants and young toddlers (up to 2 years) are in Room
301, 2nd level, near the ramp entrance. Mary Ellen Levesque
and a team of volunteers provide consistent, loving care for
the smallest members of the First Church family.

¥ Two year olds will find their place in Room 303 down the
hall from the nursery. Rachel Boucher and a team of volun-
teers provide a safe and creative haven for these little
explorers to learn about GodÕs love.

Silent pagers will be provided for parents so that they may attend
the worship service with the reassurance that they can be reached if
their child needs them.

Church School for Children Age 3 Ð Kindergarten
Children attend formal classes when they are ready to begin
preschool. The 3 year olds meet in Room 303, where there will be
a brief lesson time and then lots of time for play. Four year olds
meet in Room 305; the Pre-K and Kindergarten class will be held
in Room 304.  Predictable routines, a small team of dedicated
teachers, and an interactive curriculum help these young children
to feel comfortable and secure, as well as to enjoy coming to
church school. Following the childrenÕs sermon, a teacher meets
the children outside the north tower of the Meetinghouse to take
them to class. Parents pick up their children in their classroom at
11:15 a.m.

Church School for Children Grades 1-6
Elementary school children benefit from the Workshop Rotation
Model of education, which is based on the Òmultiple intelligenceÓ
educational theory of Howard Gardener. Students learn about one
subject for several weeks, by means of various approaches that
appeal to different learning styles. Examples of workshops are
drama, cooking, games, crafts, science experiments and music.
Each week children experience a different one of those workshops.
Through repetition and interactive learning, children are more
likely to retain what theyÕve learned and enjoy the process.
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In Rotation Workshop there are at least two leaders in each class-
room: a Teacher, who is responsible for teaching the lesson, and a
Shepherd, who helps build relationships in the classroom. Each
class has a dedicated team of shepherds who rotate the responsibil-
ity on a monthly basis. A Shepherd meets the children outside the
Meetinghouse and takes them to their class. Parents pick up their
children in their classroom at 11:15 a.m.

Church School for 7th-8th Grade Youth
This year we are developing a new curriculum for 7th and 8th grad-
ers to deepen and broaden their Bible learning from elementary
school years, and better prepare them for Confirmation Class. The
theme for our curriculum is Living the God Life, inspired by the
Renovare Bible which proposes that, ÒThe Bible is all about human
life Ôwith God.Õ It is about how God has made this Ôwith-GodÕ life
possible and will bring it to pass.Ó

This curriculum is still being developed, but the plan includes four
units of curriculum, to be taught over two years. Units 1 and 2 will
be taught this year to Grades 7 and 8 (separately); next year we
plan for the whole curriculum to be taught, units 1 and 2 to Grade
7, units 3 and 4 to Grade 8. Each unit will include one experience
of hands-on outreach.

    á Unit 1 Ð ÒWho is Jesus, Anyway?Ó
    á Unit 2 Ð ÒWhat Does it Mean to Make and Keep a Promise?Ó
    á Unit 3 Ð ÒWhat is Freedom, Really?Ó
    á Unit 4 Ð ÒWill I Be Weird if I Choose to Follow Jesus?Ó

One significant change from previous years is our plan to teach
Grades 7 and 8 separately rather than in a combined class. We hope
by doing this to build a stronger sense of community in the class
and to target the particular developmental needs of kids in each
grade. Meeting spaces will vary, depending upon the activity of the
day. Three or four times each unit we will have the 7th and 8th

graders attend a longer portion of the worship service, with time
before or after to reflect on what they experienced there. A team of
adult and older youth teachers will be the leaders for each unit.
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Confirmation Class
Youth in Grade 9 (and older youth not previously confirmed) are
invited to participate in Confirmation Class. This yearÕs class will
be team taught by Kim Hoare, Jane Rowe and Bob Gerrett.  An
introductory meeting for 9th graders and their parents will be held
following worship on Sunday, September 20. Invitations will go
out in August. If your 9th grader does not receive one, or if you
have an older child who has not been confirmed, please contact
the church office.



Ð 5 Ð

General Church School Information
Registration
All children up through Grade 8 should be registered so that we
have accurate contact information and a record of any special
concerns. Registration tables will be set up in the Porter Memorial
on September 13 and 20. You may also complete the registration
form enclosed with this brochure and send it to the office or give it
to your childÕs shepherd or teacher. Finally, you may print the
registration form located on our website at
www.firstchurch1652.org.

Bibles for Children
To assist in the spiritual formation of children, our church presents
Bibles to children at certain points in their development.
Kindergartners will receive a story Bible on January 24. Second
graders will be given a ChildrenÕs Bible on October 25,
Reformation Sunday. Candidates will receive a letter inviting them
and their families to be present for their special Sunday. If your
child older than Grade 2 has not received a Bible, please notify the
church office so that we may make one available to you.

Choirs
There are two choirs for children. ChildrenÕs Choir is for children
age 4 through first grade, and Junior Choir is for children in Grades
2-8. The Junior Choir, led by Diane Hoss, will meet in the Music
Room 11:15 a.m.-12:00 p.m. most Sundays.The ChildrenÕs Choir,
led by Julie Grace, will meet in Room 305 from 11:15-11:45 a.m.
Choir registration will take place on September 13
in the Porter Memorial, and rehearsals will
begin on September 20.  New children are
welcome to join at any time.
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Children and the Sacraments
In the tradition of free Protestant churches, First Church recognizes
two sacraments:  baptism and holy communion. Baptism is the
sacrament by which we enter the Christian church. While we
commonly baptize infants, we joyfully celebrate baptism for a child
(or adult) of any age who has not been baptized. Contact one of the
pastors if you wish to discuss baptism for a member of your family.

Communion (or the LordÕs Supper) is the sacrament through
which we celebrate the presence of Christ and our bond with one
another in the church. Communion is celebrated on the first Sun-
day of each month. Most months on those Sundays we will have a
childrenÕs communion service, called KidsOwn Worship. Instead
of hearing a childrenÕs sermon, children and their leaders will
depart from the Meetinghouse during the first hymn and gather in
the Porter Memorial for a brief kid-friendly service. Children will
learn more deeply about worship and communion by participating
in and leading worship suited to their style. Following this service
they will go to their classes as usual.
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Faith Formation:  A Family Affair
Bringing your children to church and Church School are important
ways of nurturing their faith.  But even if your child is here every
Sunday, thatÕs only 52 hours of faith formation in a whole year!
Faith formation is indeed a family affair, something which takes
place at home as well at church.  With that in mind, our program
will include a variety of ways to support parents, grandparents, and
guardians in their important role as a spiritual guide for their
children.

ÒTogether in FaithÓ is a curriculum which involves children and
their parents or guardians in learning about particular age-appropri-
ate topics.  These lessons are incorporated into the Church School
program and will be led by Jane Rowe.  Letters of invitation will
be sent to all Church School families.  See the following schedule
to find out what you and your children will be learning about, and
when:

Age/Grade Level Topic Dates
Age 3 Your Baptism Ð A Day to Remember September 20
Age 4/PK Ð Kindergarten Fall:  Your Baptism October 4

Winter:  Prayer January 17
Grade 1 The LordÕs Prayer October 18

January 31
Grade 2 The Ten Commandments October 25

February 28
Grade 3 Opening the Bible November 1

March 7
Grade 4 Fair and Unfair November 8

March 14
Grade 5 We Believe November 15

March 21
Grade 6 Real Life Faith November 22

February 7
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In addition, several family-friendly events and activities will be
offered this year outside Church School time to provide parents or
grandparents and their children with ways to nurture faith while
strengthening their relationships with one another and with other
families in the church. Activities being planned include:

! Family Movie Nights Ð Periodically through the year we
will sponsor a family-friendly movie night. Watch Tower
Topics for dates to be announced. Not to be construed as a
parents night out, this is meant to be an opportunity for
both kids and parents to make friends with other families
in the church. Enjoy fellowship, popcorn, and a really fun
movie together!

! Advent Workshop Ð Saturday, November 21 Ð WeÕll
gather for some food and fellowship, a brief program, then
get to work making a nativity scene for families to have at
home. WeÕll share ideas about how to observe Advent as a
time to prepare to celebrate Christmas.

! Family Game Night Ð Old and young are invited to beat
the winter doldrums by bringing your favorite board games.
This event is appropriate for families with children of all
ages, and for adults without children living at home who
would enjoy interacting with children. Watch for the date,
and come ready to learn new games and make new friends!

! First Church PALS (Praying Altogether in Lent, Secretly)
Ð Ash Wednesday (February 17) through Easter (April 4) Ð
Participants (both adults and children) are assigned a person
to pray for daily throughout Lent. On Good Friday (April 2)
we will gather to meet one another and share a special
celebration.

! Pots of Prayers Ð One of our spring activities will be to
give children the opportunity to write prayers. These will be
printed and sent home in a small flower pot. Families are
invited to use these prayers at a special time (such as
mealtime or bedtime).
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Children, Stewardship and Missions
Children are not just the church of the futureÑthey are the church
now! They can and should participate in meaningful Christian
service along with older youth and adults in the congregation. At
First Church we try to involve children in the whole life of the
congregation.

Weekly and Special Offerings
We encourage our children to learn to be stewards of GodÕs gifts by
participating in a childrenÕs offering each week. This money is
used to support various mission projects that we do as a church
school. We also hold special offerings of money or material goods
through the year, to raise childrenÕs awareness of the needs of
others. See below what is planned and how your child can be
involved:

September-November:
Child Sponsorship through Global Ministries
Last year, in keeping with our identity as a Global
Mission Church, our Church School sponsored a
child at the KingÕs Matriculation School at Family
Village Farm in Vellore, India. Our girl, Swarna, is now a second
grader. In June we began to sponsor two more children, both
second-grade boys, one named Ramamoorthy and one named
Vijayakumar. This fall, our children will write letters to these
children and learn more about their life. Money for the sponsor-
ships comes directly from the childrenÕs weekly offerings, so we
encourage families to help their children realize the difference they
can make through their giving. We plan to host an event this year
for families to learn more about the child sponsorship program
through Global Ministries, a partnership of the United Church of
Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
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December:  Heifer Project and Covenant to Care
During the season of Advent, our whole church has the opportunity
to reach out to low-income children with Christmas gifts through
Covenant to Care. Parents are encouraged to include their children
in the selection and wrapping of these gifts. In addition, the Alter-
native Gift Market during coffee hours in December offers an
opportunity to buy an animal for a poor family in an underdevel-
oped country through Heifer Project. Church School children will
help to fill the Peace Pipe with quarters to help buy one or more of
these animals.

January-February:  Share the Love and Food Pantry
ÒShare the LoveÓ is our offering of gently-used stuffed animals
which will be washed and donated to needy children. During
January, children will be encouraged to find and bring the cuddly
critters they could give away; the offering will be dedicated on
February 7. February will also have a month-long emphasis on
donations of non-perishable food items to the Farmington Food
Pantry, located in Amistad Hall.

March:  One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering received during Lent by
churches of various denominations. It is a united Christian effort to
reach out to places around the world with disaster relief. Children
will receive coin boxes and calendars for donating money daily to
this offering during Lent.

April-May:  Food Pantry and Walk
Against Hunger
We will focus on the needs of hungry people
again in the spring as we promote donations
to the Farmington Food Pantry and encourage
able-bodied people young and old to partici-
pate in the Walk Against Hunger on May 2. About half of the
money raised by First Church members who participate in this
walk will be directed to the Farmington Food Pantry; the other half
supports the work of FoodShare, a food bank resource for the
greater Hartford area.



Youth Fellowship
In addition to the Christian Education piece of our youth ministry
here at First Church, we also offer two programs that foster fellow-
ship, community and further identity and spiritual formation for our
junior high and high school youth.

Junior Pilgrim Fellowship (JF) is our youth group open to all
7thÐ8th graders which meets once or twice a month, typically on
Sunday afternoons from 4Ð6 pm.

Pilgrim Fellowship (PF) is our youth group open to all 9thÐ12th

graders which typically meets weekly on Sunday evenings from
7Ð9 pm.

Schedules for both of these groups are available through the church
office and on our church website (www.firstchurch1652.org).

Both of these youth groups seek to provide a safe environment that
fosters a sense of welcome and belonging where our youth can
journey together in deepening their faith, spirituality and knowledge
and love of God. Our schedule of events provides a balance of
discussions, recreational activities, and service projects. All are
welcome! Come and bring a friend!

The annual summer Pilgrim Fellowship Mission Trip  is a week-
long service opportunity for all youth having completed 9thÐ12th

grades to live out their faith with their hands and feet in a variety of
settings. Previous mission trips have travelled to Florida to help
with Hurricane Charley relief work in Florida, Arkansas to partici-
pate in the Heifer Project Service/Learning week, Kentucky to build
low-income housing with H.O.M.E.S.,  and to San Antonio, TX to
work with the urban  poor through D.O.O.R.  More information
will be available by the end of the fall as to the details
about the PF Mission Trip 2010!
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Summer Learning Opportunities for
Children

While the structure of Church School changes in the summer, it
doesnÕt stop! Parents may attend worship in the summer knowing
that there is an educational, interactive program for their children
as well. In our Summer Sundays program children of different
ages learn Bible stories and spiritual lessons together, and have fun
as they do!

Vacation Bible Camp is week-long opportunity (mornings only)
for children to learn and grow in their faith. Classes are offered for
children entering the second year of preschool (4 year olds)
through the sixth grade.Youth entering Grades 7-12 volunteer as
shepherds for the younger children. We expect to continue offering
VBC in partnership with St. Patrick Church, which offers children
of different religious traditions a chance to learn about each other
and with each other. VBC 2010 is planned for August 2-6.

Parents of children entering Grade 4-12 should consider taking
advantage of another great opportunity for their children: a week at
Silver Lake Conference Center. Silver Lake offers lots of activi-
ties that other camps do, such as swimming, low and high ropes
courses, crafts and pottery, and the like. But Silver Lake offers
something more:  an experience of Christian community that is
inclusive of all GodÕs children, an opportunity to grow as a disciple
of Christ, and to learn how to be a good steward of GodÕs world.
Children and youth who attend Silver Lake have life-shaping
experiences, make life-long friendships, and often go on to be
leaders in church and society. More information can be found at
silverlake.ctucc.org.
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NOTES FOR PARENTS
Safety First

The safety of our children and youth is our utmost concern.  For
that reason, all adults and youth who wish to work with children
are required to complete an application form and participate in a
Safe Church Training event. Those who will have any unsuper-
vised time with youth are required to undergo a background check.
People new to the church must wait twelve months before serving
directly in the classroom (six months for people who become
members). Parents are asked to sign their children out after classes
to ensure that children are not wandering in the building unsuper-
vised. We appreciate your support of these policies!

Volunteer Opportunities
A good Church School program relies on the contributions of many
volunteers; thankfully, there are many different ways to contribute
at First Church. Some people like to work every week directly with
the children; many others prefer to commit only some Sundays, so
that on other Sundays they may be fully engaged in the worship
service. It is possible to work with the children once or twice a
month all year long, or for a four-week stretch just once or twice a
year. Your needs, your schedule, and your interests and skills will
all factor into your commitment to be a teacher, shepherd, or
assistant in the classroom.

But while teaching and shepherding may be the most visible ways
of volunteering in Church School, they arenÕt the only ways! There
are numerous behind-the-scenes opportunities to support this
effort! They include organizing closets, preparing materials, devel-
oping curriculum, creating bulletin boards, baking and serving
cookies, creating sets, sewing costumes, providing hospitality,
taking pictures, andÉwell, you get the idea. ThereÕs no end to
what we might dream up! ThereÕs nothing weÕd like better than to
match your passion, your gift, the thing you LOVE to do, with the
churchÕs need as we try to create the best possible program of
Christian education for our children and youth. Email Jane Rowe at
jrowe@firstchurch1652.org if youÕd like to discuss your involve-
ment.



For More Details about Christian
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Our website, www.firstchurch1652.org, provides up-to-date infor-
mation about the Christian Education and Youth Ministry programs
throughout the year. Parents whose email address is made available
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children, youth and families in our congregation!
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